Xanthogranulomatous cholecystitis in the laparoscopic era is still a challenging disease.
Xanthogranulomatous cholecystitis is an unusual inflammatory process of the gallbladder which is difficult to diagnose and manage and may be confused with gallbladder cancer. Many surgeons and pathologists are not familiar with this condition. We aim to highlight this condition and to review the role of laparoscopy in its management. We reviewed the records of 4406 patients who underwent cholecystectomy in 8 years at two teaching hospitals in North Jordan. Forty-two cases of Xanthogranulomatous cholecystitis were identified. The details of these patients were analyzed. The findings were compared with results of a previous study in all cholecystectomy patients conducted in the same centers. The incidence of Xanthogranulomatous cholecystitis was 0.95 %. Twenty-five patients (59.5 %) presented as acute emergencies. Nine patients (21.4 %) had jaundice. Ultrasound showed marked gallbladder wall thickening in 36 patients (85.7 %). Compared with all cholecystectomy patients, xanthogranulomatous cholecystitis patients showed higher conversion rate from laparoscopic to open cholecystectomy (31.4 vs. 3.2 %, p < 0.001) and higher morbidity (33.3 vs. 6.4 % p < 0.001). Xanthogranulomatous cholecystitis is rare. Acute presentation, associated jaundice, and gallbladder wall thickening should raise the suspicion of the condition. Laparoscopic cholecystectomy is associated with high conversion rate.